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Celebrating 30 Years

COMPANIES GIVING BACK & FAMILIES PAYING IT FORWARD
Dewey’s DewMore 
Pizza School 

For the last three years, Dewey’s Pizza has 
partnered with A Special Wish Foundation 
(ASW) to grant a Special Wish by hosting 
“Dewey’s DewMore Pizza School.” Attendees 
get to “go behind the glass” in the kitchen at 
Dewey’s restaurant and learn to make their 
own pizza.  This year, over $3300 was raised 
for Caulin who is fighting leukemia.  Dewey’s 
was able to sponsor his Special Wish to 
visit Walt Disney World and swim with 
the dolphins at Discovery Cove in Orlando, 
Florida. 

Vigor CrossFit’s “Wish Upon a 
WOD” (workout of the day)
Vigor CrossFit hosted a cross-fit competition 
this summer to sponsor a Special Wish 
for Tyler, who is also fighting leukemia.  
Over 70 teams competed and they raised 
nearly $12,000! Tyler’s wish was to go on a 
dinosaur dig in South Dakota.  He worked 
with a paleontologist and even brought home 
his very own fossil!  Since the event was so 
successful, they also were able to sponsor 
Zach’s wish to go to Legoland! You can learn 
more about Zach on page 3. 

Cruise the ‘Gate Car Show

Michael and Amanda, Special Wish Kids, won their bat-
tles with leukemia and now they and their families are 
paying it forward.  Together they organized The First 
Annual Cruise the ‘Gate Car Show and it was a huge 
success, generating over $3,000 for ASW!  They plan to 
continue the event each summer and hope to sponsor 
many wishes so other families can build wonderful 
memories like theirs.  
Our Wish Families 
continue to 
amaze us! 

Saturday, November 1, 2014 •  Island MetroPark
Registration now open!
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 Celebrating 30 Years  

OUR MISSION
To grant the Special Wish of 
a young person, birth through 
age twenty, who has been 
diagnosed by a physician with 
a life-threatening disorder.

SAVE THE DATE!
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A LETTER FROM DAVID SEYER, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Gavin rounds the final turn neck and neck with this 
racing hero, he hits the gas and edges NASCAR racing 
champion Dale Earnhardt, Jr. to take the checkered 
flag!  Gavin leaps from his go-cart and the celebration 
begins.  Gavin was one of 17 Wish Kids who 
celebrated their dreams coming true this summer 
thanks to A Special Wish Foundation and you! 

Kids who are battling a life-threatening disorder 
often spend their summers going to doctor visits, 
spending time in the hospital or being confined to the 
indoors.  Our goal at A Special Wish is to provide the 
Wish Child and their family an opportunity to have a 
sense of “normalcy” again, to just be a family without 
the worries of doctor and hospital visits.  Giving the 
family a chance to laugh, play and have fun brings a 
welcome respite from the challenges they are facing.  

Since granting the first wish in 1984, A Special Wish 
has made dreams come true for over 1,600 local 
children.  These children have been through so much.  
Seeing their smile when they learn that their wish is 
being granted is so precious.  Wishes are only made 
possible through the generosity of the community 
and by supporters like you who want these children 
to have hope for a brighter tomorrow.

In honor of our 30 years of making wishes come true, 
ASW launched the 30 Years 30 Wishes Campaign 
back in January.  I am happy to report that as of 
August 29 we are only $40,000 shy of our $150,000 
goal and 7 Special Wishes away from our goal to 
grant 30 wishes in 2014!  I ask you to please join us 
and help push us over our goal by making a donation 
today.  Your contribution to the 30 Years 30 Wishes 
Campaign will help A Special Wish continue to grant 
the Special Wish of a local child facing the battle 
against a life-threatening disorder.  Please use the 
enclosed donation card or visit www.aspecialwish.org 
and click the donate button.   

Thank you for putting a smile on a sick child’s face 
and giving them hope for a brighter tomorrow. 
Together, we can make a child’s very Special Wish 
come true!

 

David Seyer
Executive Director

WAYS YOU CAN HELP!
1. Donate to the 30/30 
    Campaign Today
Celebrating 30 Years with 30 Wishes!  In recognition 
of our 30th Anniversary as the Dayton region’s only 
locally-funded wish-granting organization, this 
campaign directly supports the first 30 Wishes of 
2014.

Status as of August 15th:
    • $109,000 of $150,000 goal
    • 23 of 30 Special Wishes granted

Your donation today can bring us even closer!

2. Host an Event
From golf outings to penny-jar races, hundreds of local 
groups have already made a commitment to helping 
a Wish Child. If your group, organization, church or 
school is interested in sponsoring a local Wish Child, 
please call 937-641-4263! Here are some ideas:

    • Casual Day – ideal for schools or offices with 
       specific uniforms, charge a certain amount of  
       money in order to dress down for a day.
    • Donations in lieu of gifts – ask people to donate 
       money to ASW for your birthday or instead of 
       wedding favors make a gift in your guests’ honor. 
    • Team Special Wish – run or walk a local race in 
       honor of a specific child or on behalf of ASW. $1 
       per mile adds up! 
    • Counter Cash Containers at your business - this 
       requires little effort, but can have tremendous 
       returns for ASW!

3. Attend an Event – Details on 
    our Website
    • Saturday, September 20th  - Fishin’ for Wishes 
       Open Bass Tournament at Indian Lake
    • Friday, September 26th - Huber Heights 
       Firefighters Local 2926 Golf Memorial at Sugar Isle 
       Golf Course
    • Saturday, October 4th Painting Fundraiser at   
       Pinot’s Palette
    • Saturday, November 1st - our own Special Wish 
       Run at Island Metropark

4. Volunteer
We rely on the generosity of community volunteers to 
achieve our mission.  Please consider giving your time 
to help us grant Miami Valley children their Special 
Wishes. Call Susan at 937-641-4263.

GAVIN WISHED TO RACE DALE 
EARNHARDT, JR
Gavin practiced 
vigorously to 
prepare for his 
win against Dale 
Earnhardt, Jr. 
The family had 
a great time 
in North Caro-
lina and Dale 
Jr.’s team made 
it a trip of a life-
time!  Thanks to 
Bill’s Donuts for 
sponsoring this 
Special Wish.

TIM WISHED TO MEET A 
SPECIAL EFFECTS TEAM

Tim traveled to Hol-
lywood to meet and 
work with a special 
effects team.  He 
met Academy Award 
winner, Michael Fink 
and other special 
effects professionals.  
Avid Software helped 
organize this amaz-
ing wish and gave 
Tim a copy of their 
software so he can 

work to win his own Oscar someday.  Thanks to Bonbright 
Distributors for sponsoring Tim’s wish!

ABIGAIL WISHED TO SEE 
PRINCESSES AT DISNEY

Abigail got her wish to 
meet the princesses.  She 
had dinner at Cinderella’s 
Castle and relished every 
minute! She and her 
family were treated like 
royalty.  She even got to 
be a princess herself and 
dressed up as Elsa from 
Frozen! An anonymous 
donor made this wish 
possible.

ELIJAH’S TRIP TO LAKE 
CUMBERLAND
Elijah and his family 
enjoyed several days on 
a houseboat on Lake 
Cumberland.  A wonder-
ful time was had by all 
as they floated along, 
enjoyed the slide, hot 
tub and pure relaxation.  
This was a much-
needed vacation after 
many months of treat-
ments!  Many thanks to 
UBS Financial Services 
Cornell/Nicholson Team 
for sponsoring Elijah’s 
Special Wish!

ZACH WISHED TO VISIT 
LEGOLAND
Zach visited 
Legoland with 
his family.  They 
also were able to 
see Disneyworld 
and Zach fell in 
love with Mickey! 
Thanks to Vigor 
CrossFit for spon-
soring this very 
Special Wish!

GRADY WISHED TO MEET 
JAMES TAYLOR

Always calmed by the 
music of James Taylor, 
Grady wish was to 
meet him at a concert.  
James Taylor gave a 
shout-out to “Sweet 
GRADY James” and 
his family was elated 
to all be together!  
Thanks to University 
of Dayton Senior Mar-
keting students for 
sponsoring this very  
Special Wish!


